
 

Community & Economic Development Committee (CEDAC) 
June 26, 2017 

Minutes 

 

Present:  Paul Cavalli, Co-Chair, Ellis Cohn, Robin McIntosh, Meg Quijano, Jeff Senders 
Select Board Liaison:   Marc Ratner 
Absent: John Arnold, Co-Chair, Martin Cates, Steve Matteo, Tom Peaco 
Staff: Karen Brace 
Guests: Ray Andresen, Chair, Parks and Recreation; Anita Broscious–Scott, Chair, Energy 
Committee; Roger Rittmaster, Chair, Conservation Commission; Richard Stetson, Chair, 
Harbor Committee 

1) Welcome and Introductions 
Paul welcomed the group. Karen made introductions and described CEDAC’s purpose in 
getting committees together to collaborate and establish dialogue in the area of 
sustainability. Paul offered background on CEDAC’s goals with the next step of taking an 
inventory of Camden’s projects that are underway. He defined how this work affects 
economic development, enhances quality of life and attracts people to live here. 
 
2) Minutes – The minutes from the last meeting were approved. 
 
3) Guests: 
Conservation Commission – Roger Rittmaster spoke about the projects his group has 
undertaken including: 

• House to house surveys by an intern regarding wastewater 
• Storm drain stenciling to notify residents that water goes into our waterways 

(and not to dump polluting substances down the drains) 
• Efforts to keep the harbor clean including signs to ask people not to feed the 

ducks and education materials for boaters to encourage them to use the pump-
out boat  

• Working on gradually eradicating unencapsulated Styrofoam from docks 
• Education regarding how to dispose of drugs safely 
• Putting together a plan to minimize impact of the Emerald Ash Borer, an insect 

that has arrived in neighboring states 
• Sagamore Farm Trails – Conservation Commission has worked with the Midcoast 

Chapter of the New England Mountain Bike Association (McNEMBA) to construct 
and mark new walking and biking trails on this large tract of town-owned land 
near the state park. 

• The Commission co-sponsors nature walks in conjunction with Coastal 
Mountains Land Trust. 
 



Energy Committee – Anita Broscious-Scott spoke about the future solar array at 
Sagamore Farm. She said that the committee has been working with Revision Energy on 
this plan which will be presented to the Select Board in the near future. She also 
discussed the importance of taking the environment into consideration with the 
construction of the new Middle School and the future Snow Bowl Lodge. 
 
Parks & Recreation – Ray Andreson walked through several accomplishments of Parks & 
Rec: 

• Camden Outdoors Map created last year to offer information and encourage 
citizens and visitors to utilize our natural resources 

• New handicapped-accessible dock at the Camden Snow Bowl 
• Kayak racks in 6 locations, new this year – the item was not included in the Parks 

& Rec budget so a private citizen has funded them with the plan of having the 
town purchase the racks next year 

• Efforts to make Curtis Island, which is a town-owned park, more accessible to the 
public 

• Addressing safety issues at Camden’s parks -- for instance, at Bog Bridge where 
parking area is across a busy road (Route 105) 

• Addressing maintenance needs at the parks – Ray noted that the Barrett’s Cove 
parking lot needs work. 

He said that the Committee walks each park every year to assess maintenance needs 
and to look at how they can be improved. 
 
Harbor Committee – Richard Stetson talked about issues being addressed by the Harbor 
Committee.  

• Cleanliness of Camden Harbor – This is a significant problem which is in part due 
to deficiencies in residential wastewater systems, and also to boaters not 
utilizing the pump-out boat. (The law states that waste should not be flushed out 
of boats other than beyond 3 miles offshore.) Richard said that the pump-out 
boat is funded by the state and that there is some concern that funding could be 
cut. Roger Rittmaster noted that Camden’s septic systems get overwhelmed by 
large amounts of wastewater washing through storm drains in heavy storms, 
exacerbating the problem of the cleanliness of the harbor. 

• Curtis Island – there is some interest in a dock system at the island to make it 
more accessible to the public. Currently there are no public restrooms on the 
island, so this would have to be addressed. 

 
Four-Season Snow Bowl Committee – Ray Andreson said that the committee is looking 
at how to ensure that the Snow Bowl is financially sustainable in all seasons of the year 
into the future.  

• He reported that interest in mountain biking has taken off, with a youth program 
on Monday nights that attracts over 50 participants. The Snow Bowl is the hub 
where residents park to use nearby Rollins Road trails, as well as those at the 



Snow Bowl.  
• There is a call for beginner mountain bike trails on the lower slope of the Snow 

Bowl and funding is being sought to rig chairs for bikes for use in the spring-
summer and fall. A smaller ski hill in New Hampshire gets more bike visits in the 
warmer months than the Snow Bowl’s skier visits. 

• The sport of “fat-biking” has made cross-country mountain biking possible year-
round. 

• A new handicapped-accessible dock has been installed at Hosmer Pond enabling 
those with disabilities to get into and out of a kayak.  

• Activities for children at the Snow Bowl are thriving including the YMCA’s 
Summer Recreation program based at the facility. 

 
Summary – Paul thanked the guests and summarized by saying there is a lot of good 
work going on under the radar to progress toward a goal of making Camden the most 
sustainable town in Maine. He noted that reinforcing this type of over-arching culture is 
one way of showing that Camden is ahead of the curve. The group talked about how a 
community that cares about alternative energy, health and recreation will attract 
residents of all ages, including demographics we need more of like young people, to live 
and work in Camden. Next steps for civic engagement were discussed through 
community forums in the spring. It was noted that the Statement of Civic Values 
currently under consideration contains a paragraph on the topic of care for the 
environment. 
 
4) Next meeting topics – Future invitations would be:  
- Geoff Scott of Pathways who wasn’t able to make it this time;  
- Pete Kalajian and Will Galloway of the Watershed School where students & faculty 
have done great work in this area.; 
- possibly the middle school building committee. 
 
 
Next Meeting:  August 28, 2017 

 
 

 
 


